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The  President's  Message 

By  Anthony  Swiatek 

Greetings  to  all  society  members,  as  well  as  any  individual  reading  this  copy  of  the  Trail. 

Would  assume  that  a  fair  percentage  of  our  readers  have  seen  or  obtained— the  Sacagawea 
replacement— or  new  2007  George  Washington  presidential  gold  colored  dollar.  After 
purchasing  a  roll  from  a  local  Saratoga  NY  bank,  I  queried  several  bank  employees  pertaining 
to  their  thoughts  concerning  this  new  coin.  Five  of  the  seven  individuals  said  it  reminded  them 
of  the  presidential  gas  station  gasoline  giveaways.  Must  exclaim  that  similarities  do  exist 
This  coin  is  not  nearly  as  impressive  as  the  John  Flanagan  G.W.  quarter  creation.  That  is  before 
the  relief  and  design  were  messed  with  in  order  to  extend  the  life  of  the  coin  dies.  Found  the 
new  dollar  design— due  to  its  low  relief  and  surface  reflectivity  when  examined  under  a  light 
source— difficult  to  appreciate.  What  are  your  beliefs  concerning  this  coin?  Let  us  know! 

I  have  received  many  calls  concerning  the  potential  of  the  old  San  Francisco  $1  and  $5  issues. 
Do  not  foresee  any  real  future  potential.  Mintage  or  sales  figures  are  too  high.  Procure  only  for 
the  joy  of  collecting. 

Numismatically, 

JAntfiony  J.  Suriatef^ 


New  SUSCC  Members  © 

R-3090  Peter  Arata 

R-3091  Guiseppe  Licata  (Sponsor:  SUSCC  Web  site) 

R-3092  Steve  Ramsey 

R-3093  Joe  Petrasek 
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The  Vice  President’s  Message 

By  Gregory  N.  Mirsky 


When  Commemoratives  Were  Special 

I  remember  the  days  as  a  young  com  collector  in  the  early  1970’s  wishing  that  the  U.S.  Mint  would 
change  the  design  of  the  circulating  coinage.  I  remember  the  argument  back  then.  We  don’t  change  the 
design  because  our  money  is  looked  upon  by  the  world  as  the  most  stable.  Design  changes  breed  the 
perception  of  instability.  Treasury  officials  would  point  to  the  inflation  currency  du  jour  and  highlight  the 
numerous  changes  that  the  “monetary  poster  child”  government  had  instituted  in  order  to  prop  up  its 
financial  system. 

Today,  I  almost  pine  for  those  static  design  days. 

Why  you  may  ask?  Well,  I  think  we  have  reached  the  point  where  we  have  taken  a  “virtue  to  a  vice.” 
Years  ago  commemoratives  were  special.  Now,  since  1999  we’ve  seen  five  quarter  designs  a  year,  four 
different  nickel  designs,  the  usual  yearly  commemoratives  and  lastly  now  the  circulating  presidential 
commemorative  coins.  Now  the  only  static  thing  today  is  design  change. 

I  don’t  know  about  you  but  I’ve  reached  the  saturation  for  novel  designs  on  our  coinage.  That  coupled 
with  some  of  the  uninspiring  medallic,  almost  bordering  on  token-like  designs  that  have  been  offered  by 
the  U.S.  Mint.  They  have  desensitized  me.  I  have  lost  my  ability  to  appreciate  these  works  of  “public 
art.”  They  no  longer  fascinate  me. 

I  almost  wait  with  morose  jaundiced  anticipation  for  the  newly  recycled  allegorical  device  to  be  trotted 
out  with  great  fanfare  by  Treasury  officials  for  the  media  to  fill  dead  space  in  their  respective  tabloid's 
pages.  Then  comes  the  inevitable  question  from  my  numismatic  colleagues:  Are  you  going  to  bother 
getting  it  or  to  collect  them?  Unfortunately,  my  usual  response  has  slid  to  the  negative  side  of  the 
equation. 

So  what  can  we  do?  Well,  for  starters  I  think  it  is  time  to  take  pen  to  paper  (or  finger  to  keyboard)  and  to 
drop  our  respective  officials  a  note.  Let’s  remind  them  what  happened  after  the  1984  Olympics  when  both 
collectors  and  the  public  grew  tired  of  numerous  mint  offerings.  Eventually,  legislation  led  to  only  two 
commemorative  programs  a  year.  Yet  today  it  seems  that  the  bureaucrats  and  legislators  have  found  a 
loophole  to  that  very  legislation  meant  to  keep  our  commemorative  fresh.  Are  we,  as  a  hobby,  doomed  to 
George  Santayana’s  words?  “Those  who  cannot  remember  the  past  are  condemned  to  repeat  it.” 

What  say  you? 

Gregory  N.  Mirsky 
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What  You  Need  to  Know  about  Tab  Toning 

By  Mike  Garofalo,  LM#23 

You  often  see  many  examples  of  the  Classic  Commemorative  Com  Senes  (1892-1954)  advertised, 
especially  in  venues  such  as  eBay,  as  being  “tab  toned.”  That  raises  the  following  questions: 

❖  What  exactly  is  tab  toning? 

What  should  onginal  tab  toning  look  like? 

Does  tab  toning  make  the  com  more  valuable? 

How  should  tab  toning  look  if  it  is  genuine? 

What  is  tab  toning? 

Tab  toning  is  a  very  distinctive  toning  pattern  that  occurs  from  long-term  storage  in  a  cardboard 
distribution  holder.  It  is  called  “tab  toning”  because  the  cardboard  “tabs”  are  what  holds  the  coin  in  place. 
These  early  silver  commemorative  coins  were  made  of  a  composition  that  is  90%  silver.  As  you  certainly 
know,  silver  is  a  chemically  active  metal  and  most  of  the  onginal  distribution  holders  are  made  of  paper 
and  cardboard.  The  sulphur  content  of  these  onginal  holders  is  very  high.  So  when  the  silver  coin,  the 
paper  holder,  and  years  of  moisture  all  combine  in  the  atmosphere,  the  result  is  that  the  coin  tones.  It 
tones  more  darkly  in  the  area  where  the  tab  is  NOT  present.  So  a  com  stored  in  one  of  these  holders  has 
generally  darker  toning  around  the  periphery  of  the  com,  except  where  the  two  tabs  connected  the 
cardboard.  Below  is  pictured  an  ongmal  Oregon  Trail  distnbution  holder  for  a  P-D-S  set  of  coins.  As  you 
can  see,  there  are  three  spaces  to  hold  the  coins  and  each  one  is  held  in  place  in  the  holder  by  two  separate 
tabs;  one  is  on  the  top  of  the  coin  and  one  is  on  the  bottom  of  each  com. 


OREGON  TRAIL  MEMORIAL  ASSOCIATION,  Inc. 

4828  -  217th  Street,  BAYSIDE,  LONG  ISLAND,  NEW  YORK. 

***T«HT¥;S»  isCMLO  Or  jrj**t*  m  L  &OC  «.ew  triKH 
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As  you  can  see,  there  is  a  “center  dot”  opening  for  each  of  the  coins.  Typically,  each  of  the  coins  stored  in 
this  type  holder  would  have  a  dark  toning  spot  in  the  center  of  each  coin,  where  the  “center  dot”  was 
located.  While  this  is  a  typical  style  of  holder,  it  is  by  no  means  the  only  type.  Another  very  common 
distribution  holder  is  pictured  below.  A  number  of  the  coins  were  delivered  in  these  small  booklets  that 
contained  information  about  the  coins  and/or  the  celebration.  Illustrated  here  is  a  1936  Robinson- 
Arkansas  5-coin  distribution  holder.  You  will  note  that  there  is  a  “center  dot”  inside  the  center  coin  only. 
The  other  four  com  center  slots  are  completely  covered  so  only  the  center  coin  would  have  the 
characteristic  “center  dot.”  Each  of  the  other  coins  would  simply  tone  around  the  periphery,  with  two 
untoned  segments  for  the  tabs. 


v 


THIS  COIN  IS  ISSUED 
IN  RECOGNITION  OF  THE 
RF M A K  k A Bf  *  ShR VICES 
i  HAT  I  Hf* 

HONORABLE  JOS.  ! .  ROBINSON 
HAS  RENDERED 
TO  I  Hh 

ST  A  i  E  Oh  ARKANSAS. 


Numerous  companies  manufactured  these  holders,  but  the  most  prolific  manufacturer  was  the  John  H. 
Eggers  Company,  of  New  York  City.  Eggers  created  holders  for  at  least  nine  different  commemorative 
com  committees  and  commissions.  Some  of  the  printed  holders  were  rather  ornate  in  design.  Most  of  the 
holders  related  the  story  of  the  various  celebrations  that  the  coins  were  commemorating,  but  a  few  were 
unprinted  in  any  manner.  The  holders  came  in  varying  sizes  and  shapes,  and  some  of  them  had  covers. 
Some  of  them  also  had  a  tissue  paper  insert  which  covered  the  coins.  There  are  even  varieties  within 
holders  for  the  same  commemorative  com.  For  example,  the  New  Rochelle  distribution  holder  comes  in  1 , 
2  and  5  coin  varieties  and  the  Oregon  Trail  distribution  holder  is  imprinted  with  a  variety  of  different 
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addresses  for  the  official  distribution  commission,  in  this  case,  the  Old  Oregon  Trail  Memorial 
Association. 


Most  of  these  holders  also  came  with  original  mailing  envelopes.  In  many  instances,  these  mailing 
envelopes  are  much  rarer  than  the  onginal  holders  themselves  and,  in  a  few  cases,  rarer  than  even  the 
coins  themselves.  For  instance,  a  Wisconsin  commemorative  half  dollar,  in  an  onginal  holder  and  a 
mailing  envelope  is  a  rare  tno  of  items.  In  the  pecking  order  of  rarity  among  that  particular  trio,  the  com 
is  the  most  common  item.  The  onginal  holder  is  next  in  terms  of  rarity  while  the  mailing  envelope  is  the 
rarest  of  all!  Many  of  them  simply  didn't  survive  in  any  meaningful  quantity  whatsoever. 

What  Should  Original  Tab  Toning  Look  Like? 

Original  tab  toning  is  very  distinctive  and  once  you  become  familiar  with  it’s  components,  you  will  be 
able  to  spot  genuine  tab  toning  from  that  which  is  enhanced.  Here  are  two  great  examples  of  tab  toned 
coins  -  a  Long  Island,  and  a  New  Rochelle  -  neither  of  which  has  “center  dot”  toning. 


You  can  see  that  the  coins  have  toning  where  the  holder  was  open  to  the  air  and  is  un toned  where  the  tabs 
held  the  coins  in  place. 
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Below  are  two  great  examples  of  “center  dot”  toning.  Pictured  below  are  an  Oregon  Trail  and  a  York 
County  commemorative  coins,  each  with  very  distinctive  center  dots  plainly  visible. 


As  you  can  see,  coins  in  the  center  position  of  the  original  distribution  holder  develop  a  center  dot  of 
toning  while  those  stored  in  the  comer  positions  do  not.  Purchasers  of  single  coins  from  a 
commemorative  coin  distribution  committee  often  found  that  their  purchase  was  shipped  to  them  in  a  5- 
coin  holder,  often  in  the  center  position.  But  that  is  not  always  the  case.  Let  me  relate  a  story  about  an 
“untouched”  grouping  of  York  County  Commemorative  half  Dollars.  Back  around  1980,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  opening  three  original,  undisturbed,  mailing  envelopes  containing  1936  York  County 
Commemorative  Half  Dollars.  When  I  opened  the  first  envelope,  it  held  only  one  coin,  which  was  housed 
in  the  lower  right  comer  position,  rather  than  in  the  center,  as  one  would  have  expected.  The  next 
envelope  that  I  opened  held  four  coins  all  of  which  were  in  the  separate  comers,  with  the  center  position 
being  empty.  The  final  envelope  held  two  coins,  one  in  the  center  position  and  the  other  coin  in  the  lower 
right  comer.  So,  even  within  the  1936  York  County  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  Distribution  Committee, 
there  seemed  to  be  no  prescribed  manner  for  placing  the  coins  within  the  cardboard  holders  for 
distribution.  Illustrated  below  is  one  of  the  York  County  commemorative  distribution  holders. 
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iu  the  early  d\y*  oi  York  Counts  yfob- 
<ld>  ISHMt  trinuctioM  w*iw  v.itried  on  by 
u«rte;f  40-J  k  w,-»v  rw*  until  I  fi()3  ttwil  the 
i*uwi>e**  oi  titc  county  h»ri  bn:otw  Complex 
'•wovkIi  to  icvjuttc  a  bank.  It  was  fien  <joe 
hum  it esl  «id  tlwcty-lhrcc  years  .v^o  th.«t  our 
bank  woj  cbaitcted  ind  as  't  rvric  County  is 
tb<-  “l  ust  County  ol  Maine"  so  T  Sw  York 
Natioual  LWk  stbe"Fait  Rank  tn  Maine'*. 
On  the  day  its  opening  and  until  I  fid!, 
*1!  the  entries  were  roads'  by  *  stocky 
yentVman  with  a  serene  and  sc  f  confident 
csiuntee.snce  wearing  ieng  black  silk  strw  k- 
mas.  shsir;  trcujef*.  ihocv  with  Urge  silver 
buckles,  .:inj  a  stock,  pteti cecvoi  n!  ire  i  olUr 
He  took  xrp.it  pride  in  the  Ud  that  hr  served 
lor  a  h-i*|  period  lor  General  Wn.«hingfc*i 
as  hw  c  erk 

I  lipfrr  ate  nunv  <>ih»  r  ■tlefpsluix  lurtotical 
**• 1*  in  t lie-  records  >J  tlie  bank  and  we  lake 
fMvrtirtiW  pride  in  the  fact  that  we  liavc 
Uo«nl  the  te«t  or  tins-  ami  afp  au  active.  ntJOflC 
hs.iik  tetiav  *crvm«  the  entirely  iU*iigcc  rc- 
'tmrernenti  ol  llie  public. 

YORK  NATIONAL  BANK 


Beyond  the  tab  and  center  dot  types  of  toning,  there  is  no  particular  toning  color  or  shade  that  is  common 
to  all  tab  toned  coins.  While  coins  stored  in  the  cardboard  holders  for  the  Norfolk  Commemorative  Half 
Dollar  generally  tend  to  tone  in  a  gray  to  black  color,  it  is  not  a  hard  and  fast  rule.  But  that  is  often  the 
case!  Coins  stored  in  Oregon  Trail  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  cardboard  holders  run  the  gamut  from 
lightly  toned  to  very  darkly  toned  to  vibrant  to  pastel  colors.  Because  the  holder  is  only  one  element  of  the 
toning  equation,  it  is  not  always  the  determining  factor  of  which  colors  will  be  displayed  on  the  coins. 
Other  factors  include: 

Where  the  coins  are  stored  -  a  dry  bank  vault,  a  damp  basement  or  a  sunny  attic  all  affect 
the  colors. 

❖  How  long  they  are  stored  in  their  environment  -  coins  stored  for  10  years  are  generally 
darker  than  those  stored  for  1  year  and  those  stored  for  70  years  may  be  nearly  beyond 
recognition. 

Are  the  coins  stored  with  paper  covering  the  original  distribution  holder  -  York  coins 
were  covered  with  a  tissue  paper  insert  that  was  placed  over  the  coins  inside  the  holder. 
This  insert  has  a  high  sulphur  content  and  consequently,  the  coins  tend  to  have  different 
color  toning  than  those  that  were  not  stored  in  this  manner. 

Does  Tab  Toning  Make  the  Coin  More  Valuable? 

This  is  probably  the  most  difficult  question  of  all  to  answer.  As  the  old  adage  states,  “Beauty  is  in  the  eye 
of  the  beholder.”  That  certainly  rings  true  for  coins  in  general,  but  if  I  posed  the  following  question  to  you 
how  would  you  answer  it? 


8 


Which  would  you  rather  own  -  assuming  that  the  coins  are  all  similarly  graded  -  five  fully  brilliant  and 
lustrous  1936  Albany  commemorative  half  dollars  that  were  purchased  in  1936  and  then  stored  in  sealed 
cellophane,  along  with  the  original  5  coin  distribution  holder  and  mailing  envelope  or  five  beautifully  and 
colorfully  tab  toned  Albany  commemoratives  in  a  similar  distribution  holder  and  mailing  envelope? 

The  answer  is  certainly  one  ot  personal  taste,  but  in  my  numismatic  experience,  dealing  primarily  in 
commemorative  coins  for  the  last  27  years,  I  would  personally  prefer  to  own  the  toned  coins  in  nearly 
every  instance.  During  the  1960’s  and  1970’s  the  preference  was  for  coins  that  were  bright  and  shiny  but 
that  has  certainly  not  been  the  case  for  the  last  25  years. 

In  today's  numismatic  world,  toning  equals  originality  and  originality  is  highly  desirable!  But,  there  is  a 
limit  to  what  constitutes  desirable!  Coins  that  have  resided  in  their  original  holders  that  were  heavily 
laden  with  sulphur  for  too  long  a  time  period  often  tone  too  darkly  and  become  somewhat  unattractive. 
Coins  that  are  too  darkly  toned  are  not  desirable,  except  by  the  most  rabid  of  toning  enthusiasts. 

The  Roanoke  commemorative  half  dollar  displayed  below  is  not  too  dark  to  be  at  the  pinnacle  of  being 
the  most  desirable.  The  tab  toning  is  strong  and  very  well  defined,  some  may  say  that  the  coin  resided  a 
little  too  long  in  the  original  holder  and  the  coin  darkened  too  much.  But  many  would  disagree.  While  this 
particular  com  may  not  be  for  everyone,  it  is  extremely  desirable  to  tab-toning  enthusiasts  and  those 
collectors  who  covet  originality. 


To  reiterate,  eye-appeal  is  difficult  to  define  accurately  and  what  appeals  to  some  collectors  may  not 
appeal  to  others.  The  best  and  safest  advice  is  to  always  purchase  what  pleases  YOU! 

How  Should  the  Tab  Toning  Look  if  it  is  Genuine? 

Now  that  you  know  that  the  center  tab  area  should  have  a  darkened  “dot”  if  this  is  a  center-position  coin, 
and  that  there  should  be  two  untoned  tab  areas  on  the  periphery  of  the  coin,  what  else  would  help  you  to 
distinguish  genuine  tab  toning  from  mislabeled  or  enhanced  toning? 

First,  you  should  know  which  coins  are  likely  to  have  tab  toning.  The  following  coins  were  commonly 
distributed  in  tab  type  holders  and  are  the  most  likely  to  have  this  type  of  toning: 
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->  Albany 
o-  Antietam 
•>  Delaware 
Elgin 

❖  Gettysburg 

❖  Iowa 

<►  Long  Island 
New  Rochelle 
•<>  Norfolk 

❖  Oregon 

<>  Wisconsin 
York 


A  caveat  is  necessary  here!  I  must  strongly  state  that  ANY  commemorative  half  dollar  could  possibly 
have  tab  toning  -  not  just  those  listed  above.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  many  times  I  have  purchased  one  of 
the  above  listed  coins,  with  its  original  distribution  holder  and  inside  the  tab  holder  was  a  Cincinnati  or 
Columbian  or  a  Pan-Pac  half  dollar.  The  collectors  of  the  1930’s  through  1950’s  often  used  the 
distribution  holders  from  one  celebration  to  house  many  of  their  commemoratives,  not  just  the  coins  for 
which  the  holder  was  originally  intended. 

To  accurately  determine  which  coins  are  original,  one  must  know  what  original  toning  looks  like.  Then 
you  must  determine  if  it  is  the  proper  tab  pattern  -  “center  dot”  or  “comer”  toning.  Armed  with  this 
important  information,  you  should  be  able  to  determine  an  original  tab-toned  com.  Below  are  several 
coins  that  were  described  in  various  venues  as  being  “tab  toned.”  They,  unquestionably,  are  NOT!  Some 
are  originally  toned,  and  some  were  not  original  at  all.  Judge  these  coins  for  yourself! 


In  our  opinion,  this  Norfolk  is  artificially  toned. 


A  simply  gorgeous  originally  toned  Antietam  -  but  not  tab-toned. 
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Wonderful  reddish-colored  Delaware ,  original  but  not  tab  toned! 


Superb  and  original  Stone  Mountain,  but  definitely  tab-toned!  Stone  Mountain  coins  hav 
a  distinctive  “ stripe ”  tab  because  of  the  unusual  design  of  their  holder 
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Our  unwavering  advice  is  to  always  buy  the  coins  that  appeal  to  you  the  most,  whether  they  are  tab-toned 
or  not  But  it  you  do  wish  to  buy  tab-toned  coins,  look  for  natural  and  original  color,  a  tab  pattern  on  one 
side,  some  light  to  dark  original  toning  on  the  reverse  side  and  good  luster  underneath.  Dull,  lifeless  coins 
usually  indicate  artificial  or  enhanced  toning. 

I  ab  toned  coins  can  enhance  your  commemorative  coin  collection  and  are  an  important  addition  to  those 
collections  that  also  include  original  holders  and  mailing  envelopes.  The  next  time  you  see  a 
commemorative  half  dollar  being  advertised  as  tab-toned,  keep  those  points  in  mind.  © 


Prices  60  Years  Ago! 


COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR  TRADING  BULLETIN 

YOU  now  have  the  opportunity  to  trade  your  duplicate  Commemorative  Half 
Dollars  for  the  ones  you  need  to  complete  your  collection. 

Not  more  than  3  of  the  same  date  and  mint  mark  Commemorative  Half  Dollars 
will  be  taken  in  on  any  trade.  Please  mention  second  choice. 

TERMS  FOR  TRADING  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS: 


Transactions  totaling  up  to  $7.50,  our  fee  is  . $1.00 

Transactions  totaling  $7.55  to  $12.50,  our  fee  is  .  1.50 

Transactions  totaling  $12.55  to  $17.50,  our  fee  is  .  2.00 

Transactions  totaling  $17.55  to  $22.50,  our  fee  is  .  2.50 

Transactions  totaling  $22.55  to  $27.50,  our  fee  is  .  3.00 


For  instance:  If  the  trading  prices  of  your  coins  total  $15.00  and  the  coins 
you  wish  to  exchange  for  total  $15.00,  just  send  your  coins  and  $2.00,  which  is 
the  trading  charge.  All  coins  must  be  strictly  uncirculated. 


TRADING  PRICES  ARE  R  ASED  ON  THE  FOLLOWING  QUOTATIONS : 


1915  Panama  Pacific  . $17.50 

1918  Lincoln .  3.00 

1920  Maine .  5.25 

1920  Pilgrim .  2.00 

1921  Pilgrim .  6.25 

1921  Missouri .  27.00 

1921  Missouri  2x4  .  31.00 

1921  Alabama .  7.50 

1921  Alabama  2x2  .  14.00 

1922  Grant .  2.50 

1922  Grant  Star  .  62.50 

1923  Monroe .  2.25 

1924  Huguenot  Walloon  .  3.75 

1925  Lexington .  2.65 

1925  Stone  Mountain  .  1.15 

1925  California .  5.00 

1925  Vancouver .  14.50 

1926  Sesqui .  2.00 

1926  Oregon  Trail  .  2.00 

1926  Oregon  Trail  S .  2.00 

1927  Bennington .  5.00 

1928  Hawaii .  30.00 

1928  Oregon  .  4.00 

1933  Oregon  .  6.25 

1934  Oregon .  3.75 

1934  Maryland .  2.00 

1934  Texas  .  2.10 

1934  Boone .  2.50 

1935  Boone  P,  D  &  S  .  10.00 

1935  Connecticut .  7.00 

1935  Arkansas  P,  D-  &  S  .  10.00 

1935  Hudson .  16.00 

1  935  San  Diego .  2.00 

1935  Spanish  Trail  .  13.50 

1935  Texas  P.  D  &  S  .  5.50 

1935  Boone  Small  34  P,  D  &  S  ...  67.50 


1936  Arkansas  P,  D  &  S  . $  6.00 

1936  Rhode  Island  P,  D  &  S  ....  7.00 

1936  Boone  P,  D  &  S  .  10.50 

1936  Texas  P,  D  &  S  .  5.50 

1936  Oregon .  2.50 

1936  Oregon,  S  .  5.65 

1936  San  Diego  .  2.50 

1936  Cleveland  .  1.20 

1936  Wisconsin .  2.30 

1936  Cincinnati  P,  D  &  S .  26.00 

1936  Long  Island  .  1.60 

1936  York .  2.10 

1936  Bridgeport .  2.50 

1936  Lynchburg .  3.25 

1936  Columbia,  S.  C.,  P,  D  &  S  .  .  .  8.75 

1936  Elgin .  2.25 

1936  Albany .  2.75 

1936  San  Francisco .  3.25 

1936  Arkansas  Robinson  .  1.75 

1936  Delaware .  3.00 

1936  Gettysburg .  3.75 

1936  Norfolk .  4.50 

1937  Roanoke .  3.25 

1937  Boone  P,  D  &  S  .  55.00 

1937  Oregon  D' .  1.90 

1937  Arkansas  P,  D  &  S  .  12.50 

1  937  Texas  P,  D  &  S  .  7.50 

1937  Antietam .  6.50 

1938  New  Rochelle  .  4.00 

1938  Oregon  P,  D  &  S .  11.00 

1938  Texas  P,  D  &  S  .  30.00 

1938  Arkansas  P,  D  &  S .  19.00 

1938  Boone  P,  D  &  S .  65.00 

1939  Oregon  P,  D  &  S  .  32.00 

1939  Arkansas  P,  D  &  S .  62.50 


1908-S  Ind.  Head,  fine  1.85:  10  for  17.50:  very  fine  2.50;  10  for  22.50.  1931-S 


Lincoln  Unc.  1.10  each.  1905  L.  &  C.  gold  1.00,  53.00. 


O.  FICED  KOCH 
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JfoGfers 

( Containing  Commemoratives,  of  Course) 

By  John  Merz,  R2275 

In  my  previous  article  for  The  Commemorative  Trail,  I  wrote  about  "The  Chronology  of  NGC 
Holders  (Containing  Commemoratives,  of  Course)." 

This  follow-up  article  starts  with  a  brief  chronology  of  PCGS  holders;  brief,  because  the 
interesting  changes  to  PCGS  holders  took  place  early  in  their  life-cycle.  After  a  certain  point 
(the  introduction  of  the  blue  tags)  the  changes  were  minor,  and  the  space  to  account  for  them 
just  isn't  worth  it,  in  my  opinion. 

As  with  the  NGC  holders.  I'm  basing  my  holder  variety  numbering  on  the  system  used  in  the 
book.  Third  Party  Grading/Certification  Services  and  Slab/Certificate  Varieties,  August  2003,  by 
author  Michael  Schmidt. 

PCGS  holder  variety  #1  is  shown  in  the  photo  below.  Appropriately  enough,  the  holder 
contains  a  Maryland  commemorative  half  dollar,  the  U.S.  State  in  which  I'm  now  residing.  As  I 
mentioned  in  my  previous  article,  the  first  generation  PCGS  holders  are  interesting  because  of 
their  immature  technology.  They  have  become  known  as  "rattlers"  because  the  holders  failed  to 
grasp  the  coin  tightly,  the  coin  rattled  inside  the  holder,  and  frequently  rotated.  I've  found  that 
the  rotation  can  usually  be  reversed  by  a  few  quick  flips  of  the  wrist.  If  the  coin  turns  the  wrong 
way,  just  put  the  holder  in  your  other  hand,  or  turn  it  over.  These  first  generation  holders  were 
used  by  PCGS  for  two  or  three  years,  from  1986  to  1988,  and  were  made  in  substantial  quantity, 
but  are  becoming  more  and  more  scarce  as  time  goes  on. 

Many  dealers  and  collectors,  thinking  that  early  grading  was  more  conservative  than  it  is 
now,  break  the  holders  in  order  to  resubmit  the  coin  to  PCGS  hoping  for  a  higher  grade.  A 
substantial  majority  have  been  destroyed.  Many  of  these  old  holders  develop  scratches  over 
time  from  commercial  wear  and  tear,  but  I've  discovered  that  there  are  good  plastic  scratch 
remover  compounds  on  the  market  which  rejuvenate  these  old  holders,  and  make  them  look 
almost  brand  new. 
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Photo  #JM1  (Variety  1) 


Photo  #JM3  (Variety  2) 


After  a  holder  counterfeiting  scare  in  1988,  PCGS  developed  its  Variety  2  holder.  This  design 
is  really  a  holder  within  a  holder.  The  old  first  generation  holder  is  enclosed  in  a  clear  plastic 
frame  which  increases  the  overall  size  of  the  holder,  and  provides  a  substantial  edge.  To  defeat 
the  counterfeiting,  PCGS  added  an  embossed  "PCGS"  logo  on  the  back  along  with  a  hologram. 
There  is  no  "PCGS"  on  the  front  label,  but  a  barcode  was  added  on  the  front  to  facilitate 
accounting.  Unfortunately,  I  don't  currently  have  commemorative  examples  for  this  holder  or 
the  next  one,  but  they're  available. 

Variety  3  continues  the  holder  within  a  holder  construction,  but  the  front  label  is  changed  to 
one  of  multiple  small  dots  forming  a  "doily"  pattern  --  the  lack  of  dots  forming  "PCGS"  logos. 
This  is  an  interesting  and  seldom  seen  variety.  The  back  of  the  holder  is  the  same  as  previous. 


Photo  #JM4  (Variety  3) 


The  next.  Variety  4,  is  moving  to  more  common  ground.  This,  and  the  next  (Variety  5)  are 
what  are  frequently  described  on  EBAY  and  in  other  markets  as  "OGH"  or  "Old  Green  Holder." 
At  this  point,  the  "holder  within  a  holder"  temporary  technique  is  finished,  and  we  have  a  new 
integral  design  with  a  raised  edge.  The  first  of  these,  Varity  4,  has  larger  lettering  on  the  front 
label  compared  to  Variety  5.  The  backs  are  essentially  the  same  as  previous  varieties,  differing 
only  with  a  copyright  restriction  on  Variety  5.  The  coins  in  these  two  holders  are  attractive,  low 
mintage  1939  Arkansas  halves. 
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Photo  #  JM5  (Variety  4) 


Photo  #JM6  (Variety  5) 
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The  last  variety  in  this  abbreviated  chronology  is  Variety  6  in  the  numerical  sequence,  and  the 
first  of  the  blue-tag  PCGS  holders.  I  like  the  simplicity  and  clean  look  of  this  holder.  The  front 
tag  has  no  "series"  number  or  "coin"  number  (which  were  added  in  later  versions),  and  the  bar 
code  is  on  the  back,  along  with  the  PCGS  logo  and  a  hologram.  The  coin  in  this  holder  is  a  very 
high  grade,  and  eye  appealing,  Kennedy  half. 


1994-P 


PCGS  MS67 


6765.67/4917718 


Photo  #JM7  (Variety  6) 


Over  the  past  two  years,  I  have  been  successful  in  completing  a  50-coin  commemorative  type 
set  with  all  of  the  coins  in  the  Variety  1  PCGS  "rattler"  holders.  This  turned  out  to  be  an 
"enhanced"  type  set  because,  whenever  I  could,  I  tried  to  get  a  PDS  mini-set,  such  as  Cincinnati, 
or  both  coins  of  a  pair,  such  as  Grant  and  Grant  Star.  Each  of  the  holders  is  twenty-or-so-years 
old,  and  in  my  opinion,  adds  extra  interest  to  the  set  of  coins.  There  are  lots  of  ways  to  put 
together  a  commemorative  type  set;  some  people  go  for  high  grades;  others  want  the  same 
grade  for  all  coins;  others  want  toned  coins,  and  so  on.  This  set  adds  historical  interest  because 
of  the  old  holders;  historical  interest  in  addition  to  that  of  the  coins  themselves. 

The  following  photos  show  a  few  of  the  coins  in  the  set:  Photo  #982  shows  an  Isabella,  a 
Lafayette,  both  varieties  of  Alabama,  and  an  Albany  with  peripheral  toning. 
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Photo  #982 
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Photo  #983 
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Photo  #984 
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Photos  #983  and  #984  show  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  a  particularly  interesting  Cincinnati 
PDS  set.  This  three-coin  set  obviously  came  from  an  original  black  leatherette  holder  issued  by 
the  Cincinnati  Musical  Center  Commemorative  Coin  Association  operated  by  Thomas  Melish. 

It  was  common  practice  to  place  the  coins  in  the  leatherette  holder  with  the  P-mint  obverse 
facing  up;  the  D  and  S  mint  coins  had  their  reverses  facing  up  so  the  mintmark  could  be  seen. 
This  resulted  in  the  down-side  of  the  three  coins  -  touching  the  cardboard  --  becoming  more 
toned  than  the  up-sides,  which  touched  a  celluloid  viewing  slide.  This  toning  pattern  can  be 
seen  in  the  photos.  A  previous  owner  removed  the  coins  from  the  cardboard  leatherette  holder 
and  sent  them  to  PCGS  soon  after  that  service  became  available.  Those  coins,  as  you  can  see, 
are  now  in  the  first  generation  PCGS  holders  with  consecutive  serial  numbers,  all  graded  MS- 
66,  and  have  remained  in  those  holders  for  about  twenty  years.  An  amazing  commemorative 
delicacy! 

Photo  #985  shows  a  Grant,  a  very  nice  MS-62  Grant  Star,  a  partially  toned  Hawaiian  in  MS-62, 
and  an  average-for-the-grade  MS-63  Hudson. 

See  next  page... 


The  Philadelphia  Mint  in  the  1850s. 
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Photo  #985 
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Photo  #986  shows  a  Missouri  pair  —  plain  and  2x  4,  in  MS-63.  I  won  both  of  these  coins  in 
EBAY  auctions. 


Photo  #986 

Photo  #987  shows  a  1939  Oregon  PDS  set  in  MS-66.  There  is  no  toning  pattern,  as  there  is 
with  the  Cincinnati  set,  to  indicate  that  the  Oregon  coins  came  from  an  original  holder  issued  by 
the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Association,  but  clearly  the  coins  were  submitted  to  PCGS  at  the 
same  time,  and  have  consecutive  serial  numbers.  I  bought  these  as  a  matched  set  from  a  dealer 
at  a  Baltimore  coin  show. 
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Photo  #987 
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Photo  #^88  shows  a  very-nice-for-the-grade  Monroe  and  Sesqui  in  MS-62.  The  other  two 
coins  in  the  photo  are  an  ordinary  MS-63  Pan-Pac,  and  a  very  nice  Spanish  Trail  in  MS-65. 

My  objective  in  putting  together  this  set  was  to  end  up  with  all  50  commemorative  types  in 
the  first  generation  PCGS  holders.  The  holder  was  paramount,  and  the  quality  of  the  coins 
inside  was  secondary.  My  experience  is  that  the  trophy  coins  —  spectacular  toning  for  instance  - 
-  have  all,  with  few  exceptions,  been  broken  out  of  the  first  generation  holders  by  dealers  and 
collectors  who  wanted  to  resubmit  the  coins  to  PCGS  hoping  for  an  upgrade.  What  is  left  in  the 
first  generation  holders  are  fairly  ordinary  coins.  Many  of  them  are  probably  upgradeable,  such 
as  my  Monroe,  Sesqui,  Grant  Star  and  Hawaiian  in  MS-62.  If  broken  out  and  resubmitted, 
would  most  likely  bring  MS-63  today.  Many  of  the  others  are  probably  as  highly  graded  as  they 
will  ever  go.  That  is  why  they  have  not  been  broken  out. 

I  obtained  my  coins  from  three  main  sources:  dealers  at  coin  shows;  in-person  live  auctions 
where  I  could  see  the  coins  ahead  of  time;  and  from  Teletrade,  EBAY  and  Heritage  internet 
auctions  because  most  all  of  the  items  in  those  venues  show  the  holder.  My  gut  feeling  is  that 
commemorative  coins  in  the  first  generation  PCGS  holders  are  more  difficult  to  find  now  than 
they  were  two  years  ago.  My  Lafayette  is  the  only  one  I  have  ever  come  across,  as  is  the  case 
with  the  two  Missouris,  the  two  Alabamas,  the  Hudson  and  the  Sesqui.  No  doubt  there  are 
others  of  those  types  out  there,  but  I  haven't  seen  them  in  two  years  of  looking. 

This  quest  has  added  an  extra  dimension  to  my  commemorative  collecting.  It  has  been  loads 
of  fun,  and  I  recommend  it  to  anyone  else.  Even  though  I  have  a  complete  50  coin  type  set,  I 
continue  to  upgrade  and  add  PDS  mini-sets  whenever  possible.  © 


NU-MIS-TAKES 
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1936  Elgin,  Illinois,  Centennial 


By  Anthony  Swiatek 


Reason  For  Issue:  To  commemorate  the  100th  anniversary  of  the 

(1835)  founding  of  the  city  of  Elgin,  Illinois,  and  the 
erection  of  the  heroic  Pioneer  Memorial. 
Authorization:  Authorized  per  Act  of  June  16,  1936  with  a 
maximum  of  25,000  pieces 
Official  Sale  Price:  $1.50 


Production  figures 


Date 

Business 

Strikes 

Assay 

Coins 

.  Proofs 

Melted 

Net 

Mintage 

1936 

25,015 

15 

4? 

5,000 

25,000 

Current  market  values 


Date 

ATJ-50 

MS-60 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

MS-67 

1936 

$165 

$175 

$200 

$220 

$250 

$400 

$1,600. 

Designs  by  Trygve  Andor  Rovelstad 

Obverse 

The  obverse  of  this  issue  depicts  the  head  of  a  bearded  pioneer  wearing  a  fur  cap,  facing  left.  Widely  spaced  m  the 
upper  border  is  the  word  “PIONEER”.  Trygve  Andor  Rovelstad,  the  designer  of  this  issue  has  his  monogrammed 
initials  (TAR)  placed  in  the  field  below  the  beard,  while  in  the  lower  field  is  the  motto  “IN  GOD  we  TRUST”. 

Below  the  pioneer  is  located  the  commemorative  dates  1673  1936  separated  by  a  star.  Elgin,  a  city  located  on  the 
Fox  River  approximately  29  miles  northwest  of  Chicago,  celebrated  its  100th  anniversary  in  1935.  Therefore,  the 
dates  which  appear  on  this  issue  (1673-1936)  have  no  connection  with  Elgin,  Ill.  These  dates  refer  to  the  year  in 
which  the  French  explorers  Joliet  and  Marquette  first  entered  the  territory,  a  section  of  which  today  is  Illinois.  The 
date  1936  refers  to  the  date  of  striking,  since  the  centennial  of  the  city  was  1935! 

Reverse 

This  is  the  very  first  issue  to  depict  a  “suggested”  infant  on  our  coinage.  It’s  faceless  and  you  almost  do  not  realize 
what  the  woman  pioneer  is  holding.  That’s  why  mint  designers  label  it  suggested.  The  first  defined  infant  appears  on 
the  1937  Roanoke  half  dollar,  while  the  first  “implied”  baby  appears  within  a  Conestoga  wagon  on  the  1926  Oregon 
Trail  issues. 

The  reverse  of  this  issue  depicts  a  group  of  five  pioneers.  Can  you  count  the  five?  At  the  left  we  note  a  pioneer 
holding  a  rifle  in  a  horizontal  position.  It  is  his  head,  by  the  way,  which  is  depicted  on  the  coin's  obverse  just 
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described  and  was  designed  from  the  Pioneer  Memorial  Statue.  We  also  observe  a  standing  boy  who  is  holding  a 
stick  and  another  male  in  the  background.  The  baby  being  held  in  the  mother’s  arms  is  the  fifth  pioneer. 

Around  the  upper  border  is  “UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA”  Directly  below  is  the  legend  “LIBERTY”  (barely  visible). 
In  the  lower  field  appears  "E  PLURIBUS  UNUM”  and  the  coin’s  denomination.  Located  in  the  left  field  is  the 
inscription  "PIONEER  memorial”  while  in  the  right  field  we  note  the  inscription  “ELGIN  ILLINOIS”. 

Origins  of  the  Elgin 

The  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  25,000  coins  plus  13  pieces  for  assay  purposes  in  early  October  1936.  This  issue  was 
well  distributed  by  the  Elgin  Centennial  Monumental  Committee  through  M.L.  Hoffecker  —  the  anti-speculator 
of  El  Paso,  Texas,  who  designed  the  Spanish  Trail  issue. 


L.  W  HOFFECKER 

LOANS  AND  MORTGAGES 

1514  MONTANA  STREET 

EL  PASO,  TEXAS 

January  24,  19p6. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Rovelstad, 

Elgin,  Illinois. 

Dear  Ur.  Rovelatad: 

I  am  sending  you  by  parcel  post  today,  two 
plaster  casts  of  the  Old  Spanish  Trail  coin,  for  yoir  guidance, 
and  when  you  are  through  with  them,  please  return  them  as  we 
want  then  for  our  museum. 

I  have  been  appointed  chairman  of  a  committee, 
by  the  President  of  the  Numismatic  Society,  and  asked  to 
aelect  two  other  members,  to  go  to  Washington  in  the  near 
future  and  consult  with  the  Treasury  Department  about  the 
future  issues  of  commemorative  coins,  and  to  try  and  stop 
the  rackets  that  they  are  running  on  the  present  issues.  I 
will  go  by  way  of  Chicago  and  will  stop  off  and  see  you  as 
I  go  through.  Will  let  you  know  later  when  I  expect  to 
start  so  you  can  tell  me  if  you  will  be  in  the  city. 

With  kind  regards,  I  am 


Letter  to  Rovelstad  from  Hoffecker 
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By  rmd-November  16,  1936,  170  coins  were  sold  at  $1.50  each!  During  the  month  of  July  1937,  it  appears  that  all  in 
numismatic  circles  who  desired  the  issue  had  made  their  purchase.  The  general  public  had  little  interest.  W  A 
Schneider,  an  Illinois  numismatist  whose  name  appears  in  Mr.  Rovelstad’s  record  book  as  desiring  6,000  pieces  and 
w  ho  only  purchased  five  coins,  was  not  excited  about  the  possibility  of  acquisition  at  a  lower  rate.  Rovelstad  and  the 
Committee  decided  to  return  5,000  coins  to  the  Mint  to  be  melted.  Hoffecker  requested  that  he  be  sold  500  to  1,000 
of  these  coins  at  face  value,  based  on  the  fantastic  job  performed  in  distributing  the  coins.  His  expectations  never 
materialized.  I  knew  Trygve  personally,  and  everything  in  his  character  indicates  that  he  didn’t  think  much  of 
Hoffecker’s  idea. 

The  Elgin  Today 

A  small  amount  of  Elgin’s  reside  in  the  EF-AU  state.  Those  encountered  over  the  years  have  been  cleaned  or  abused 
in  some  manner.  The  retail  worth  is  close  to  uncirculated  values.  Think  Mint  State,  unless  the  price  is  far  below 
Trends.  Virtually  all  of  the  issue  resides  in  the  MS-60  through  MS-65  category.  Bag  marks,  reed  marks,  lack  of  fill 
marks,  slide  marks,  etc.,  and  lack  of  surface  allure  are  responsible  for  this  situation.  Little  value  spread  currently 
exists  between  these  grades.  Thus,  collectors  should  think  eye  appealing  MS-64  acquisition,  when  possible  or  even 
MS-65  —  but  only  for  the  joy  of  ownership  at  this  time.  Past  value  history  for  this  issue  will  never  repeat  itself  in 
grades  MS-64  and  MS-65,  due  to  availability.  Luster  will  range  from  a  flashy  brilliant  satiny  (not  the  norm)  to 
unattractive  matte-like  dull.  Typical  examples  in-between  this  spectrum  will  offer  little  device-field  contrast. 
Examining  the  reverse  with  its  granular  field,  we  can  observe  a  die  polishing  mark  located  below  the  first  “A”  in 
“AMERICA”  (which  is  present  on  most  of  the  found  pieces).  This  characteristic  does  not  take  away  from  the  coin’s 
value  or  grade.  Issue  was  not  designed  to  offer  sharpness  of  detail  —  especially  on  the  reverse.  Many  specimens  will 
display  a  varying  degree  of  weakness,  when  examining  the  facial  detail  of  the  Pioneer  mother,  as  well  as  or  the  child 
(later  named  “Gloria,”  upon  my  suggestion  during  a  visit  to  his  studio  in  1982,  by  Tryvge)  that  she  holds.  I  have 
found  that  strike  will  seldom  affect  the  value  and  grade  for  specimens  labeled  up  to  MS-65.  However,  it  can  when 
the  grade  of  MS-66  or  higher  is  to  be  considered,  unless  there  is  something  special  about  the  com,  such  as  amazing 
natural  color  or  iridescent  toning.  Real  future  potential  for  this  issue  lies  in  MS-66  and  higher  graded  coins. 

Those  early  12  strikings  received  by  the  designer  from  the  Mint  will  lack  that  die  polishing  mark.  Today  some  of 
those  pieces  are  toned,  while  some  are  brilliant.  They  do  not  blaze  with  flash,  since  the  dies  were  not  polished  to  any 
great  extent.  In  fact,  one  of  these  creations  flaunts  a  matte  surface!  However,  Chief  Mint  Engraver  John  Ray 
Sinnock  had  the  coin  acid  treated  —  but  the  coin  received  by  Mr.  Rovelstad  was  given  only  one  strike  from  the 
press!  (A  Proof  coin  must  be  given  two  or  even  three  strikings  to  show  all  the  required  details.)  This  specimen  was 
sent  to  the  three  major  grading  services.  The  com  was  returned  by  each  with  the  notation  “altered  surfaces.”  1 
personally  would  not  grant  the  com  a  Matte  Proof  status.  Unfortunately,  it  resembles  a  regular  issue  which  was 
properly  acid  dipped  outside  the  Mint.  It  is  possible  Mr.  Sinnock  had  a  few  other  pieces  double  struck  and  acid 
treated.  Only  time  will  tell. 

Elgin's  housed  in  a  promoted  hard  plastic  holder  —  exactly  as  the  Bay  Bridge  issue  —  are  worth  the  coin's  grade 
plus  $20  for  the  holder.  The  number  assigned  to  this  insert  has  no  relationship  to  the  order  in  which  the  coin  was 
struck  at  the  mint!  Both  designers  received  $5  for  each  coin  card  insert  they  autographed  which  was  placed  in  the 
sealed  holder. 

To  date  no  error  coinage  or  counterfeit  pieces  are  known  to  exist. 


Is  your  Elgin  circulated  or  Mint  State? 

Obverse 

Wear  or  a  difference  in  metal  texture  will  first  be  noticed  on  the  cheekbone  of  the  pioneer.  I  suggest  looking  for 
surface  doctoring  such  as  whizzing  in  this  area,  since  a  limited  number  of  Elgin's  will  exhibit  real  wear  Primary 
focal  location  is  the  face  of  this  early  settler.  A  detracting  mark  here  will  hurt  the  coin’s  grade  and  value. 


29 


Reverse 

Metal  loss  will  make  its  appearance  on  the  actual  left  shoulder  (or  right  body  part  as  you  view  the  com)  of  the 
pioneer  holding  the  rifle  with  both  hands.  Primary  focal  point  is  the  smooth  surface  of  the  pioneer  woman's  dress. 
The  presence  of  a  reed  mark  or  large  bag  mark  or  large  lack  of  fill  mark  will  quickly  remove  this  coin  from  the  MS- 

65  category! 

Related  material 

The  Elgin  Centennial  half  dollar  was  mailed  to  subscribers  in  a  plain  off-white  colored  coin  holder  with  inserts  for 
five  as  well  as  six  corns.  The  front  cover  was  rubber  stamped  once  or  twice  with  the  name  “L.W.  Hoffecker,  1514 
Montana  St.,  El  Paso,  Texas”  or  in  other  instances  simply  forwarded  unstamped,  (as  received  from  the  supplier). 
The  latter  should  be  accompanied  by  postal  mailing  envelope  and  canceled  stamps.  The  envelope  will  note  his  name, 
distributor,  Elgin  Centennial  Com,  P.O.  Box  75,  El  Paso,  Texas.  Value  these  holders  at  $20  to  $25;  with  original 
stamped  envelope,  $50  to  $200. 
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Front  of  an  Elgin  order  confirmation  postcard 


See  next  page... 
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November  13,  1937 

Dear  Sir: 

* 

,;*e  have  received  your  letter  dated  Bov,  S  asking 
about  the  coin. 

The  Elgin  Pioneer  Memorial  Half-Dollar  is  selling  t 
at  $1.75  each,  plus  13  cents  postage,  or  a  total  of  $1.93. 

Please  address  your  check  or  money  order  to  the 
name  and  address  given  below. 

Yours  truly. 

It**  ^ 

Trygve  A.  Hovels tad.  Chairman 
Elgin  Centennial  Monumental  Committee 
|  1  539  Pyerson  Ave.,  Elgin,  Ill, 

/yr>a-  2-  7~i  ydb*'  QjoCrcrx.  - 

„ _ -  0 _ * _ 

Back  of  an  Elgin  order  confirmation  postcard 


Rovelstad  had  a  single  3-piece  coin  case  made  by  Medallic  Art  Co.  NY,  gold  stamped  on  top,  with  the  names  of  the 
politicians  who  helped  make  the  com  a  reality.  I  purchased  this  unique  case  from  his  late  wife  Gloria  for  $2,000,  as 
well  as  the  actual  drawing  of  the  issue  ($5,000)  housed  in  a  frame  2”  X  1  1/2”.  Such  was  forwarded  to  the  U.S. 
Mint.  He  was  advised  (via  Western  Union  Telegram)  to  change  his  3A  profile  of  the  Scout  where  he  appears  to  look 
left  to  what  we  observe  on  the  current  design. 


Extremely  Rare  Elgin  Presentation  Case  Top 
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Elgin  Presentation  Case  Inside 


>-**"*T'  ' '*■■■  •  av/a/  V,,  7/  ^ 

<*  .  •'■’*» vv^‘  <;¥ M’  >».*'''■»<*  w  •  yA'-'Wv  &,  ■''v 

,  •■...  .*'«■•■  _i.w  ,,»  ■  .«•»*,''*'■•'  **  : y  ^/v*"  ■*».■  ■  *•  ,-,,,/*■ L  < 


Elgin  Presentation  Case  Bottom 


Also  purchased  four  Plaster  Models  or  original  castings  (#2  through  #5)  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  design  that 
Trygve  sold  me  on  November  17,  1982.  The  first  created  was  sent  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  to  create  the  coin  dies. 
Each  pair  of  those  procured  was  placed  within  a  “plaster  frame”  for  display.  After  Trygve’s  passing,  his  daughter 
Gloria  Ann  Rovelstad  created  copies  of  the  said  for  sale,  which  display  a  somewhat  weaker  definition  than  the 
originals.  Only  the  originals  possess  his  special  markings.  Such  have  sold  between  $3,000  and  $4,000  each.  The 
second  “copies”  sell  in  the  $350-$800  range. 
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Rovelstad  with  plaster  casts  of  the  Elgin  Commemorative  coin 


Left  to  Right:  The  author,  Gloria  Ann  Rovelstad  and  Trygve  Rovelstad  examine  plaster  casts  of  the 

Elgin  commemorative  in  the  artist’s  studio. 
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The  author  modeling  Trygve  Rovelstad’s  artwork 


Future  Potential  of  the  Elgin,  III.,  Centennial  Half  Dollar 

_ _ _ _  Population  Figures  _ . _ 


Date 

Service 

EF 

AU 

MS 

MS 

MS 

MS 

MS 

MS 

MS 

MS 

MS 

40 

58 

60 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

1936 

NGC 

0 

0 

10 

87 

603 

1120 

535 

85 

5 

0 

1936 

PCGS 

0 

3 

0 

51 

467 

1638 

1757 

811 

98 

3 

0 

1936 

Combined 

0 

3 

0 

61 

554 

2241 

2877 

1346 

183 

8 

0 

Not  much  of  a  dollar  spread  exists  between  this  creation  rated  EF-AU  and  MS-65.  Limited  amount  of  circulated 
offering  are  abused  Uncs.  During  the  last  May  1989  market  high,  the  Elgin  was  bid  at  $1,550.  Pieces  were  selling  at 
$1,700+.  Over  the  last  couple  of  years,  these  coins  seem  to  have  come  out  of  the  woodwork,  now  placing  it  within 
the  generic  or  common  category.  I  would  acquire  an  attractive  specimen  only  for  the  joy  of  ownership.  Based  on  its 
past  value  —  which  will  never  be  attained  again,  unless  massive  inflation  develops  —  it  certainly  is  a  great 
promotable  item.  Sell  when  values  rise,  during  our  next  bull  market.  Future  potential  begins  with  strictly  graded 
MS-66  material.  Somewhat  undervalued.  In  MS-67  condition,  it  is  a  much  undervalued  coin.  Pass  on  the  Satin 
Finish  Proof  Elgin,  as  it  is  too  controversial.  Nothing  more  than  an  early  strike.  Suggest  ignoring  accompanying 
documentation  letter.  © 
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MONTPELIER 
and  the  DOLLY  MJIDISON 
COMMEM  0<RJL  TIE*E  SILVERDOLLAR 


By  Darrin  Dayton,  R-3048 

Last  spring  my  father  and  I  visited  "Jefferson  Country"  near  Charlottesville,  Virginia.  While 
Thomas  Jefferson's  Monticello  estate  is  one  of  the  main  attractions  in  the  area,  did  you  know 
that  two  other  famous  United  States  Presidents  (Madison  and  Monroe),  also  called  this  area 
home?  Monroe's  Ashlawn  estate  is  only  a  few  miles  from  Monticello.  And  Madison's 
Montpelier  is  roughly  a  30  mile  drive  northeast,  near  Orange,  VA. 

One  day,  we  took  the  beautifully  scenic  Highway  20  north  out  of  Charlottesville  to  Montpelier 
(which  means  Little  Mountain).  Since  it  was  springtime,  the  rolling  hills  were  donning  their 
fresh  green  grass.  The  trees  and  flowers  were  showing  their  splendor  too.  It's  a  truly  beautiful 
drive,  especially  with  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  following  along  to  the  west. 

Upon  arriving  at  Montpelier  we  were  met  by  a  large  open  field  of  grass  surrounded  by  trees.  In 
the  middle  was  a  race  track  where  steeplechase  horses  run  in  fall  events.  Eventually  the  home 
became  visible  at  the  top  of  a  hill.  What  strikes  you  first  is  that  it's  pink.  How  unusual  and 
unique.  Yet  its  light  shade  was  a  nice  contrast  to  the  spring  greenery. 

After  touring  the  home  (which  was  being  restored),  we  went  through  the  hedge-bordered 
gardens,  which  sloped  downward,  leading  to  an  exit  gate  through  which  a  panoramic  view  of 
hillside  and  trees  awaited.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  expansive  grounds,  I  was  captured  by  the 
picturesque  beauty  of  a  large  hillside  perfectly  shaded  with  trees,  which  sloped  gradually  to  a 
small  pond  below,  where  an  old  wood  bam  was  situated. 

Not  only  was  experiencing  the  beauty  of  Montpelier  fascinating,  but  also,  learning  about 
President  Madison  and  his  wife  Dolly,  who  called  it  home.  James  Madison,  also  called  the 
Father  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  was  President  during  the  War  of  1812  against  England.  He  was  only 
president  who  was  forced  to  evacuate  the  White  House.  The  British  had  set  fire  to  Washington, 
D.C. 
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While  President  Madison  was  a  “Founding  Father"  whose  God-given  wisdom  and  sense  of 
lustice  helped  to  establish  our  great  nation,  his  wife  Dolly  is  no  less  to  be  respected.  For  it  was 
one  da\  before  the  burning  of  the  capitol  city  (the  President  already  away  from  town  with  a 
general)  that  Dolly  quickly  gathered  the  original  drafts  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  bravely  refused  to  leave  the  White  House  until  Gilbert  Stuart's  famous 
painting  of  George  Washington  was  removed  from  the  wall  and  put  in  care  of  two  confidants 
for  safe  keepmg.  Chly  then  did  she  flee  to  safer  ground. 

Soon  after,  a  hurricane  with  a  tornado  swept  through  the  blazing  fires  of  the  area  and  doused 
them,  preserving  some  of  the  nation's  capitol  from  further  harm.  And  the  famous  painting. ..it 
safely  resides  today  at  the  National  Portrait  Gallery  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  All  of  this, 
a  testimony  to  the  courage  of  one  brave  American  woman  and  the  merciful  hand  of  a 
benevolent  God,  Who  has  surely  blessed  America. 

It  was  truly  fitting  that  in  1999,  that  we  honored  Dolly  Madison  on  one  of  our  commemorative 
silver  dollar  coins.  The  obverse  of  the  Dolly  Madison  Commemorative  Silver  Dollar  depicts  an 
image  of  Dolly  with  her  favorite  Cape  Jasmine  flowers  at  her  side,  and  the  ice  house  temple 
which  still  stands  on  the  grounds  of  Montpelier.  The  reverse  of  the  coin  beautifully  shows  the 
front  of  the  President  and  Dolly's  pink  Montpelier  home,  surrounded  by  leafy  and  long  hanging 
trees. 

Though  this  coin  has  an  uncirculated  mintage  of  only  22,948  and  a  proof  mintage  of  158,247, 
you  can  still  obtain  this  historically  important  and  attractive  commemorative  for  less  than  $100. 
And  while  you  cannot  meet  brave  Dolly  in  person,  you  can  sure  go  and  see  for  yourself  the 
place  she  and  President  Madison  called  home. 

Remember,  there's  really  notliing  like  "being  there"  to  add  meaning  and  pleasure  to  your 
commemorative  collecting. 
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suscc  Safety  Tips 

1 .  Tip  from  Tae  Kwon  Do:  The  elbow  is  the  strongest  point  on  your  body. 

If  you  are  close  enough  to  use  it,  do! 

2.  If  a  robber  asks  for  your  wallet  and/or  purse,  do  not  hand  it  to  him.  Toss  it  away  from  you. 
Chances  are  that  he  is  more  interested  in  your  wallet  and/or  purse  than  you,  and  he  will  go 
for  the  wallet/purse.  Run  like  mad  in  the  other  direction! 

3.  If  you  are  ever  thrown  into  the  trunk  of  a  car,  kick  out  the  back  tail  lights  and  stick  your  arm 
out  the  hole  and  start  waving  like  crazy.  The  driver  won’t  see  you,  but  everybody  else  will. 
This  has  saved  lives. 

4.  Women  have  a  tendency  to  get  into  their  cars  after  shopping,  eating,  working,  etc.,  and  just 
sit  doing  their  checkbook,  or  making  a  list,  etc.  Don’t  do  this!  The  predator  will  be  watching 
you,  and  this  is  the  perfect  opportunity  for  him  to  get  in  on  the  passenger  side,  put  a  gun  to 
your  head,  and  tell  you  where  to  go.  As  soon  as  you  get  into  your  car,  lock  the  doors  and 
leave. 

If  someone  is  in  the  car  with  a  gun  to  your  head,  do  not  drive  off.  Instead  gun  the  engine  and 
speed  into  anything,  wrecking  the  car.  Your  air  bag  will  save  you.  If  the  person  is  in  the  back 
seat  they  will  get  the  worst  of  it.  As  soon  as  the  car  crashes  bail  out  and  run.  It  is  better  than 
having  them  find  your  body  in  a  remote  location. 

5.  A  few  notes  about  getting  into  your  car  in  a  parking  lot,  or  parking  garage: 

A. )  Be  aware:  look  around  you;  look  into  your  car,  at  the  passenger  side  floor,  and  in  the 
back  seat. 

B. )  If  you  are  parked  next  to  a  big  van,  enter  your  car  from  the  passenger  door.  Most  serial 
killers  attack  their  victims  by  pulling  them  into  their  vans  while  the  women  are  attempting  to 
get  into  their  cars. 

C. )  Look  at  the  car  parked  on  the  driver’s  side  of  your  vehicle,  and  the  passenger  side.  If  a 
male  is  sitting  alone  in  the  seat  nearest  your  car,  you  may  want  to  walk  back  into  the  mall,  or 
work,  and  get  a  guard/policeman  to  walk  you  back  out. 

6.  Always  take  the  elevator  instead  of  the  stairs.  Stairwells  are  horrible  places  to  be  alone 
and  the  perfect  crime  spot.  This  is  especially  true  at  night! 

7.  If  the  predator  has  a  gun  and  you  are  not  under  his  control,  always  run!  The  predator  will 
only  hit  you  (a  running  target)  4  in  100  times.  And  even  then,  it  most  likely  will  not  be  a  vital 
organ.  Run  in  a  zig  zag  pattern. 


Membership  Application 

Society' for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 

•  I  hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC),  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society. 

•  Membership  runs  from  January  1st  to  December  31st  of  each  year. 

•  Annual  Dues:  $20.00  per  adult  and  $10.00  per  Junior  (Age  17  and  under). 

Name 

Address 

City 

State  and  Zip  Code 
Daytime  Telephone  Number 
Signature  of  Applicant 

Date 

Signature  and  Membership  Number  of  Sponsor  (optional) 

Birth  Date  (Junior  Members) 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (Junior  Members) 


Enclose  dues  with  your  application  (copy  ok)  and  send  to: 

SUSCC,  P.0.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


